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Your Responsibility When Using the Information Provided Below: 
 
 When we wrote this Informational Material we did our best to give you  
useful and accurate information because we know that prisoners often have difficulty 
obtaining legal information and we cannot provide specific advice to all the prisoners 
who request it. However, the laws change frequently and are subject to differing 
interpretations. We do not always have the resources to make changes to this 
material every time the law changes. If you use this pamphlet, it is your responsibility 
to make sure that the law has not changed and is applicable to your situation. Most 
of the materials you need should be available in your institution law library. 

 

 

NON-DESIGNATED PROGRAMMING BUILDINGS and YARDS 
Revised June 2018 

 
We send this information in response to your questions or concerns about the California 

Department of Correction and Rehabilitation’s (CDCR’s) efforts to change some prisons to “non-
designated programming” buildings and yards that do not separate people who are designated 
Sensitive Needs Yard (SNY) from people who are designated General Population (GP).   

We know that these changes are causing some people a great deal of anxiety and concern.  
Below, we have summarized what we know, much of which is based on the CDCR memos attached 
to this letter.   

Generally, our understanding is that CDCR is only making certain prisons, certain yards, and 
in some places certain buildings into non-designated programming locations.  The priority appears to 
be on EOP buildings, healthcare housing, firehouses, camps, Level 1 (both secure and MSF), and 
some Level 2s.  (See non-designated programming timeline in attached memo of December 12, 2017.) 

When prisons, buildings, or yards are preparing to transition to non-designated programming 
facilities, a multi-disciplinary team is required to visit each housing unit and meet with people living 
there, custody and healthcare staff, Inmate Advisory Councils, and Inmate Family Councils to discuss 
and prepare for a smooth transition.  (See attached memo of November 30, 2017.) 

EOP 

Since late 2017, all EOP buildings are non-designated programming buildings and people 
formerly designated GP or SNY are housed and program together in them.  According to CDCR, 
these transitions have mostly been successful, with a series of incidents at San Quentin, Lancaster, and 
other places that have mostly been resolved. 

PRISON LAW OFFICE 
General Delivery, San Quentin, CA 94964-0001 
Telephone (510) 280-2621  Fax (510) 280-2704 

www.prisonlaw.com 
 

Director: 
Donald Specter 
 
Managing Attorney: 
Sara Norman 
 
Staff Attorneys: 
Rana Anabtawi 
Steven Fama 
Alison Hardy 
Corene Kendrick 
Rita Lomio 
Margot Mendelson 
Millard Murphy 
Camille Wood 
Lynn Wu 

 



Prison Law Office          page 2 
Non-Designated Programming Yards (rev. June 2018) 

 

 

 

 

If there are any EOP buildings on a yard along with non-EOP buildings, the non-EOP 
buildings will remains designated either GP or SNY (unless the entire yard or entire prison, like CHCF, 
CMF, or San Quentin, has also been made a non-designated programing location).  

Entire prisons 

CHCF, CMF, and San Quentin are entirely non-designated programming prisons.   According 
to CDCR, the transitions were mostly without incident, and the small number of people who did not 
agree to program on non-designated facilities have been transferred.   CRC is scheduled to become 
an entirely non-designated programming prison in October 2018. 

All Level 1, Camps, and Firehouses 

Two secure Level 1 yards are now non-designated programming yards: Tehachapi Facility E 
and CIM Facility D.  Two others are scheduled to become non-designated in October 2018: CCC 
Facility A and SCC Facility A.   

Some Minimum Support Facilities and Firehouses are already non-designated; the rest, 
including all Camps, will become non-designated by October 2018.   

Level 2 

One Level 2 yard is non-designated: R.J. Donovan Facility E.  Some other (but not all) Level 
2 yards are scheduled to become non-designated by October 2018: CCC Facility B; SCC Facility B; 
and CMC Facilities E, F, and G.  We do not have any information on what will happen with the many 
other Level 2 yards that are not listed in the CDCR memo of December 12, 2017, but according to 
CDCR’s April 2018 FAQs, CDCR plans to transition all Level 1 and 2 housing facilities to be non-
designated. 

Levels 3 and 4 

Nothing in the CDCR memos says whether non-EOP Level 3 and 4 yards or prisons will 
transition to non-designated programming facilities. 

 

It is important to note that CDCR says that anyone who refuses to be housed at a non-
designated programming facility is subject to the disciplinary process and can be placed into 
higher level housing.   

  

 


























